
CORPORATE ADVISORY ON CHANGES IN

IMPORT-EXPORT RELATED REGULATIONS

I. INTRODUCTION

The Ministry of Finance, Government of India, under its initiative of ‘Turant Customs

Programme’ has recently introduced a number of initiatives that leverage technology in

order to enhance the efficiency in the Customs clearance process of goods imported by

Indian entities. The focus of this Programme is on speedy clearances, transparency in

decision making, ease of doing business and very importantly, reduction of physical contact

in the prevailing pandemic situation.

One such initiative was to enhance the functionality of Indian Customs Electronic Gateway

(ICEGATE), which is the national portal of Indian Customs of Central Board of Indirect

Taxes and Customs (CBIC) Department that provides e-filing services to the Trade, Cargo

Carriers and other Trading Partners electronically. Through this facility Indian Customs offers

a host of services, including electronic filing of the Bill of Entry (import goods declaration),

Shipping Bills (export goods declaration), e-Payment of Customs Duty, etc.

II. MANDATORY REGISTRATION WITH ICEGATE

CBIC vide its Circular No.32/2020-Customs dated 06.07.2020, mandated e-submission of

Shipping Bills, Bill of Entries and other related documents through only ICEGATE portal.

Until December, 2021, this circular couldn’t be implemented on account of practical and

technical difficulties, however, the difficulties have been resolved and the circular has come

into force. It must be noted that:

A) Prior to importing and/or exporting goods, the entities are required to register

themselves on ICEGATE platform. Shipping Bills, Bill of Entries and other important

Custom documents shall be filed online through ICEGATE portal.

B) Once registered on ICEGATE platform, importers and exporters are also required to register

their Authorised Dealer (AD) Code and Bank Account(s) details. Import or export can be

completed only on approval of AD Code and Bank Account details on ICEGATE

platform.
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Some other functionalities introduced under ICEGATE are Management of Bank Accounts,

Ledger View, IGST Refund status, Query Reply etc. Hence, registering on ICEGATE will be

useful and shall enable importers / exporters to better manage their imports/ exports.
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